[Physiopathology and treatment of cardiac insufficiency in the acute stage of infarct].
Pump failure in acute myocardial infarction is a frequent complication in which the prognosis is still uncertain. The effects of ischemia and necrosis on ventricular performance are discussed, more specifically with reference to the role of some adaptive processes in exacerbating cardiac failure or lesion extension. The different therapeutic approaches considered have a dual purpose: to improve ventricular performance but without aggravating myocardial O2 balance. The hemodynamic response to a decrease in afterload and/or preload obtained by vasodilators is compared to the effects of beta-adrenergic agents. A therapeutic scheme is proposed.